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GWU's Patent
Foundation Studies
us, Practices
by Julius

P. Filclk

Since July 1, 1950, when it was first
originated, the nation's only Patent, Copyright, and Trade-Mark Foundation has been.
located here at the Law School. Much has
happened in the intervening eight years
and the success of the Foundation will be
most evident when on June 19 and 20 hundreds of dignitaries from all over the United
States in the fields of Patents, TradeMarks and Copyrights will gather in Washington for the 1958 Annual Public Conference of the Foundation.
Responding to a need for research and
education sounded by the American Patent
Law Association, George Washington University agreed to undertake the establishment of such a facility. With the formulative years now gone, the Foundation has
materialized into a recognized reality with
programs, purposes and areas of study well
delienated.
Under the present Directorship of Oswald
S. Colclough, recent Acting Dean of the
Law School, and L. James Harris, Professor of Law, the United States patent system is being carefully scrutinized.
The program carried on by the Foundation is an ambitious one. Summarily, it
includes as a general policy and purpose
the subjecting of the patent systems of
various countries to an objective research
analysis and the reporting of significant
findings to the American public and the
legal profession so that the proper perspective might be had as to the value of
patents, trade-marks, and copyrights in the
overall industrial and social scheme of
America.
At present the Foundation, through its
national membership, is operating in seven
academic areas which are further subdivided into projects of more limited scope
and complexity. The seven areas selected
for investigation are as follows:
1. Utilization
of Patents,
Trade-Marks,
and Copyrights
2. Patent,
Trade-Marks,
and Copyright
Evaluation.
3. Impact on the Development
of New Industries and Community Growth
4. Relationship
to Antitrust
and TradePractice Laws
5. Foreign
Patents,
Trade-Marks,
and
Copyrights

See Patent,
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James Moeller Appointed
New Editor Of Law Review
C. James Moeller has been named Editorin-Chief of the George Washington Law Review for 1958-59. He will succeed Mitchell
Cutler, who currently is Editor.
Moeller, a native of Fremont, Nebraska,
received his Bachelor of Arts degree from
Nebraska Wesleyan University.
While enrolled there, he elected Vice-President of
the student government, President of Blue
Key, was a member of Phi Kappa Phi honor
fraternity and Phi Kappa Tau social fraternity.
Also, he attended American University on a special semester program to
study political science.

C. James Moeller

S8A Sets New
Case Club Rules
A controversial subject in the past years
has been the method of selection of the
Moot Court Team. Needless to say there
has been ill feelings bred by the selections in the past, but the SBA, in the March
31st meeting, passed the following· resolution calculated to resolve the past differences.
"WHEREAS much confusion has existed
as to the method in which the George Washington University Moot Court Team should
be selected.
It is therefore resolved that the following
method of selection of the Moot Court Team
be adopted:
1. The Van Vleck Case Club Competition will be judged by a panel of judges,
the majority of which shall be students,
who shall select the winner or winners of
all rounds of competition and who shall
submit a list, not to exceed twenty-five
per cent of those who participate in the
Van Vleck Case Club Competition, to a
board comprised of faculty members who
shall have heard the arguments of the Van
Vleck Case Club Competition.
See Case, Page 5

Among honors attained since attending
George Washington Law School, Jim was
awarded the John Ordronaux prize for making the highest grades for a first-year law
student and the American Jurisprudence
award for having the highest mark in Constitutional Law.
The Law Review is edited and managed
by students in the Law School under the
supervision of Professor Glen E. Weston.
The student editors are chosen each year
on the basis of scholarship.
Appointments
of the other student editors will be announced at a later date.

NOTICE TO ALUMNI
THE GENERAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION'S ANNUAL LUNCHEON WILL BE
HELD ON SATURDAY, APRIL 26th AT
12:00 PM IN THE WILLARD HOTEL.
The speaker for the luncheon will be
Charles
S. Rhyne, President
of the
American Bar Association.
Also on the
agenda will be the presentation of citations for 25 years of meritorious service
to the University to those eligible members of the Faculty.
For reservations,
call the Alumni
Office, ST. 3-0250, Extension 305.
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ALSA Elects
Mike Spence
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All I asked is "When are Grades coming out?

GRADING
At the date of this writing, April 1st-more than two months since completion of exams-grades have not been received by the law school students. George Washington is the only
law school in the Washington, D. C. area which has not sent out the grades for the fall
semester.
The tardiness of grading works a hardship on the student which is something more
than the usual inconvenience and anxiety; there is a direct relation between grades and
the payment of tuition and other expenses of attending law school. A first year law student, for instance, will have paid the final installment on his tuition (which is due April
1st) by the time he receives his grades. The few students whose grades do not meet requirements for continuing in law school will thus have incurred an additional expense
which does not seem to be fair.
The importance of thorough and complete care in grading the exams is, of course;
obvious. Most instructors probably have completed grading their exams by this time and
the few instructors who have not turned in the grades are not necessarily to blame in view
of the burden they are carrying. This burden of perhaps trying to grade over 300 blue books
while teaching morning and evening classes appears to be the crux of the problem. The
logical remedy, and in the best interest of the students, would seem to be to employ enough
instructors so that no single instructor would have such a work load which is likely to
result in a long delay of grading. There are alternative possibilities
such 'as each instructor posting grades under some sort of numbering system (since anonymity is generally
desired) or having the student enclose in his blue book an addressed postcard to be mailed
with the grade on it to the student when the instructor has completed grading exams for
that particular course.
The matter of late grades does present a real problem which merits thoughtful consideration and remedial action.

Law Day U. S. A.
This year recognition is being given to law through the national observance of LAW
DAY U. S. A. Mr. Charles S. Rhyne, President of the American Bar Association, is primarily
responsible- for conceiving of the need to have such a day, and the day reserved for observance will be May 1, 1958.
The need for recognizing what law really is can well be seen. Law has been the backbone of this country since we first asserted our rights as free men through the Declaration
of Independence.
Our law, as well as being able to withstand the test of time because of
its being our servant rather than our master, also has the power to grow. Of course, the
growth of law has not always been an orderly and logical process. The evidence of trial
and error is voluminous. Sometimes judges have allowed superficial conclusions or ingrained habits of thought to obscure the fundamentals of a living Constitution.
In these
cases the courts have suffered what Chief Justice Hughes called "self inflicted wounds".
The important thing is that, in the long run, our system of free expression and independent
courts has provided its own corrections. And, since the human mind can never be infallible,
this system may be as near to an ideal system as man can achieve.
The intangible force that makes freedom and progress possible is of course, law. It
is law that brings order to the affairs of men-that enables them to lift their sights above
mere survival, and allows them to accumulate possessions, develop the arts, pursue knowledge, and enjoy life among their fellow men.
LAW DAY U. S. A. is dedicated to an understanding of this powerful force, how the
free world has developed through it, and to more extensive use of it for the benefit of mankind.

At the American Law Students Association Joint Circuit conference held March
1 and 2, Mike Spence was elected to the
Eleventh Circuit Vice Presidency.
This
marks the first time a GW student has held
the highest circuit post and should help
in bringing the ALSA program even closer
to GW students.
Bert Myers, of American
University, is the assistant Vice President
and both officers will be in charge of next
year's Circuit Conference which is expected to be held in the District of Columbia.
The Joint Circuit Conference was held
at Howard University's new law school and
attended by 200 local law students in addition to 15 students from the Third Circuit (Philadelphia area).
Headlining the
conference was a Saturday banquet at the
Roger Smith featuring Mr. Justice J .M.
Harlan as guest speaker. Honored at the
banquet were the deans of the five District
law schools: Charles S. Rhyne, ABA president; Frank Larkin, ALSA president; and
Earl Hagen, Director of the ABA Law Student program. Other highlights of the two
day program were the Saturday panels on
Specialization and the Lawyer's Role in
Politics; and the Sunday Workshops on Law
Wives' Clubs, SBA activities, Moot Court,
and Placement.
Also featured were talks
by representatives
of the ALSA Life Insurance Program and the Attorney General
Honor Program.
Chief activities of the ALSA at GW for
the remainder of this year are informing the
students of the Life Plan and the ABA
subscription program. The group is also
planning attendance and representation for
GW at the annual ALSA convention to be
held this year in Los Angeles August 22-27.

Sauce

For'

The Goose
A zealous defense attorney was found
guilty in District Court on Monday of impersonating a policeman in order to obtain
a statement from the victim in a rape case.
It is easy to understand why the Police
Department-and,
indeed, the public as
well-should
object to such deception.
What the community really needs now, in
respect of the agitation against the Mallory
rule, is to have policemen stop impersonating attorneys-especially
when they have
no knowledge or understanding of the law.
(From the Editorial Pages 0/ the Washing.
ton Post.}
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ALSA Has Life
Insurance Plan
The American Law Students Association
has capitalized on the unique characteristiCs of the average law student to provide an outstanding bargain in life insurance in the form of the ALSA Life Plan.
It utilizes
these characteristics;
via.,
youth, insurability and specialized career,
to obtain an exceptionally low cost life
insurance policy.
This plan recognizes
the law students' financial plight and further
appreciates the early years of the individual's life as an attorney. Consequently,
it has devised this policy to afford protection for the student and the members of
his family.
The policy can be carried at the initial
low rate for a maximum of eight years after
entrance into law school. It also has the
further advantage of a liberal choice in
converting to other insurance.
The plan initially offers the choice of a
$5000 policy at $25 per year or a $10,000
policy at only $50 per year, if the individual
is under 40 years of age. The policy has
many exclusive advantages such as double
indemnity, absence of a war clause, and
total and permanent disability clause which
calls for no further premium payments if
so disabled.
Other initial advantages include the assignability of any or all portions of the policy and the absence of a
required medical examination.
The exceptional low cost while the student is still struggling in school and in
the early years of establishing a practice
fits the tight budget which plagues the
individual in these years.
This easy-onthe budget insurance is so because of the
use of term insurance principles.
Term
insurance is that type of insurance that
has no cash value; hence the low premium.

WHY DO STUDENTS AVOID
THE S8A MEETINGS?
by Professor O. H. Walburn
In the United States today there are over one hundred Student Bar Associations operating in the various law schools. Approximately ten SBA's existed prior to the Second World
War; the remainder were established after 1945. The American Law Student's Association
is the national association for nearly all of the SBA's, under the guidance of the American
Bar Association. The members of the American Law School Association are the SBA's of
approved law schools. Under such esteemed guidance and auspices why is the attendance
at the SBA meetings of George Washington University Law School not larger?
Frequently the complaint is heard that the law schools fail to teach or impart many of
the routine mechanics of practicing law, that very little education of a practical nature is
received by the student. Considering the broadened field of study, necessary in this age,
and the intense and thorough preparation required, it is not strange that some feeling exists
that practical training is apparently ignored. Many forums of discussion have heard this
matter learnedly debated. The experience law teacher, however, is generally of the opinion
that any curriculum time sacrificed for teaching the mechanics is too great a price to pay,
in view of the time ordinarily required to learn these same mechanics after law school and
graduation. It should be noted, however, that the law student does have it within his power
to shorten the time in which to make the transition between law student and competent
practitioner.
The SBA and participation in its activities is the current answer; it is the
vehicle for this purpose.
The local SBA is an extremely strong and active association.
Indeed it is the best
in the country. This is not local opinion, but is the conclusion of the American Law School
Association which has awarded a prize to the SBA for being the best. The winning cup
may be viewed in the office of the Registrar. George Washington has won the cup twice
in the last four years and this year is functioning as usual under competent and enthusastic
leadership.
Certainly the SBA is an integrated organization - that is all students are automatically
members. Both evening and day students pay a regular semester fee toward cost of operation of the SBA. Thus they contribute toward the operation of the association but fail to
reap any benefits extended them. The SBA has a special field of activity in development
of the future lawyer. For those who actually participate, education experience and personal
contacts are received. The SBA is a professional association, and one that does not exist
in the sense that it is a mere governing association. The purpose of the SBA is to promote
professional conduct and impart experience in the professional sense.
This school year a professional meeting of the SBA was held in a local hotel near the
the Law School, and the speaker was the Honorable J. Lee Rankin, Solicitor General of
the United States. Attendance was deplorable. If the same speaker had been engaged and
heard in a law school outside the District of Columbia, it may justifiable be assumed that
standing room would have been at a premium. Other prominent guest and speakers are
customarily invited to speak.
Professional job opportunities are discussed by these
speakers. No school located elsewhere can present so many eminent speakers in the professional field. While the evening law student may be of the opinion that he is making a
sacrifice, but is he not being given an opportunity not to be found most other places? A
small added time to attend these meetings cannot be considered any form of sacrifice.
Actually the SBA and participation therein is a part of the normal education of which the
evening student should avail himself, although he does not receive so many official credits
therefor. The student who fails to attend or participate is really a part-time student, and
as to the day student, there is no excuse whatsoever.

At the expiration of the original eight
years, the policyholder then has a choice
of two possible plans for conversion to a
whole life policy. The first choice is to
a policy dating from the term of expiration.
The second choice offers a unique privilege. By operating the same as the first
choice except' that the insured can date
the policy back to the date of issue of the
first policy, thereby providing for lower
premiums.
Of course conversion can be
affected in a similar manner on an earlier
premium anniversary of the policy before
the end of the original eight year term. It
can be seen that this also results in a reduction of the premium on the whole life
policy since it is issued at a younger age.

Indeed a reading of the activities of the SBA is surprising. There is no limit imposed
as to activities to be undertaken. You may feel free to suggest added ones. Northwestern
University Law School reported that SBA mousetraps caught six mice in the Law School
basement. If you have a grievance as to any law matter, the SBA is available and would
like to know about it. Think of such a list of activities - Moot Courts, Case Club, prominent speakers, Court tours, orientation programs, various public service activities, the
Bookstore, the Amicus Curiae, the annual law school day, selected professional movies,
the student directory and, of course, The Law Review.

Further information can be obtained from
the display in the lobby of the law school
or by contacting Don Olexa student representative.

Remember that the SBA is not a college political group. The emphasis is on professionalism.
You owe something to those who manage and devote time to these affairs for
your benefit. The Faculty urges you to attend and participate.
Please note the SBA bulletin board as you enter the Law School, and attend the next meeting.
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Patent,

(Cant'd)

6. Public Attitude and Invention Incentives
7. Governmental
Aspects
(Ownership
of
Patents;
Atomic Energy; Evaluation of Copyright
Office,
Patent
Office,
and Judicial
Procedures;
and, Taxation).

These projects are being conducted by
qualified men-seconomista, statisticians,
lawyers, psycologists, socialogists--selected on the basis of their knowledge and
experience in the areas of investigation.
On December 19, 1957, the Foundation
announced that S. Chesterfield Oppenheim
will receive the first "Charles F. Kettering Award for Meritorious Work in Patent,
Trade-Mark, and Copyright Research and
Education".
The faculty, alumni, 'and
many students of the University will remember Mr. Oppenheim for his 25 years of
association
with the Law School as a
Professor of Law, from 1927 to 1952. Professor Oppenheim was among those primarily responsible
for the University's
undertaking the establishment of the Foundation and currently serves it as the Adviser on Research.
He is the author of
numerous books, including, Cases on Trade
Regulations; Cases on Federal Antitrust
Laws; and Unfair Trade Practices-i-Cases,
Comments, and Materials.
The agenda for the second Annual Conference which is to be held at the Sheraton
Park Hotel includes such topics as Taxation and Patents, Effects of Certain Antitrust Decrees Involving Patents as aMajor
Factor, Patent Utilization and The Relation of American Patents, Trade-Marks and
American-Owned Foreign Patents To Foreign Licensing.
It promises to be a most
successful
and educational occasion.
A
,special
reduced conference fee will be
available for all students working toward
a degree and persons primarily engaged in
teaching at a college or university.

Miss Nancy Provost
Picked As Queen Of
Law Day 1958
The "Shamrock Ball" put the final
touches to a successful Law Day. With
the green lights turned low in the Main
Ballroom of the Roosevelt Hotel, and with
the exquisite music of Eddie Pierce and
his band, a good time was had by all.
Three of the many lovely girls present
were nominated for candidates
for Law
Day Queen for 1958. When the lucky moment arrived, Miss Nancy Provost (See
picture, Page 5) was picked to reign over
the ball.
Miss Provost was crowned by
last year's Queen, Marie Van Hise,
Of the other awards given away at Law
Day, Delta Theta Phi once again copped
the award for having the largest number
(Continued to next column)

Gasch Discusses
Mallory

At Banquet

The recent Mallory decision has necessitated several changes in local law enforcement procedures, according to Oliver
Gasch,
United States Attorney for the
District of Columbia.
Gasch made this observation in a banquet
address delivered March 15 at the Roosevelt Hotel.
The speech was one of the
major events of the 1958 Law Day Program.
Gasch began his remarks by noting that
the study and analysis of court decisions
is both an honorable and helpful practice.
He observed that despite the feeling of
some people that such decisions should
not be tampered with, healthy criticism
has always been a stimulous to the growth
of the law.
Turning his attention the Mallory decision itself, Gasch pointed out that the
basis for the case lay in rule 5 (a) of the
Federal
Rules of Criminal Procedure.
Rule 5 (a) provides that a preliminary
hearing shall be granted a defendant "without unnecessary delay".
One difficulty of the case, Gasch said,
lies in the fact that at the present time
no one is quite sure just how much time
will elapse between arrest and the time
the accused is taken before a committing
magistrate. Different judges have different
opinions, and as a result, Gasch said,
evidence
obtained
through confessions
has become of dubious value.
Gasch then used several striking illustrations of serious local crimes that could not
be successfully
prosecuted because of
the Mallory ruling. He asked his audience
at the conclusion of each illustration, "Do
you think this is effective law enforcement?"
As a possible way to overcome the effect
of the Mallory ruling, Gasch stated that
he has instructed arresting officers to tell
defendants at the time of their arrest that
anything they may say can be used in
evidence against them. Though such advice is not acquired by law, Gasch indicated that it was perhaps a wise procedure to follow at this time.
Gasch concluded his remarks with the
observation that the Mallory decision is
now under study by the Congress, and that
he believed legislation modifying the case
would probably be enacted this session.
(Continued from column 1)
of members present.
Vice-Dean Everett
Germain accepted the prize, a long white
'clay pipe for the fraternity.
Although a "genuine" Blarney Stone was
provided for the purpose, no one seemed
to be worrying about their exam grades at
that time.

SBA Elections

May 6-7

Petition Due April 21-25
Get out your banners, posters and hand
bills. The SBA Elections are coming up.
Election of officers to the Student Bar
Association
Board of Governors will be
held May 6 and 7.
Any student in the Law School may
for one of the 11 elected positions
filing a petition.
Rules governing
filing of petitions will be posted on
bulletin board.
Filing petitions for
fice opens April 21 and closes April

run
by
the
the
of25.

The 11 elected offices on the Board of
Governors
are:
President,
Day VicePresident,
Night Vice-President,
Treasurer, Secretary, 2 Day School Delegates,
2 Night School Delegates, Box Exchange
Treasurer (Day Student), and Book Exchange Manager (Night Student).
The following are the Election By Laws
of the Student Bars Association.
L The Election Committee: The Election Committee shall consist of Co-Chairmen, all Board of Governors members who
are not candidates for office, and five additional members who may be appointed by
the Co-Chairmen.
2. Ballots:
Ballots will be numbered
consecutively in two series, I,e, one series
beginning with the serial number 1for day
students and the other series beginning
with the serial number 2 for night students.
The night ballots shall be of a different
color from the day ballots.
The numbers
on the ballots will be torn off before deposit of the ballot in the ballot box.
3. Voting Procedure: To procure a ballot, a student must obtain his S. B. A.
directory card from one of the election officials, sign it on the reverse side, and
also write the number of the ballot on the
reverse side. The ballots shall be placed
in a locked ballot box and shall remain
there until the polls are closed after the
final day of balloting.
During the time
that the polls are closed the ballot box
and all election materials shall be placed
in the office of the faculty advisor of the
S. B. A.
4. Campaigning Near Balloting pi ace:
No campaigning shall be allowed in the
hallways of the first floor of Stockton Hall
during the time polls are open for balloting.
5. Counting of Ballots:
of ballots shall be done by
consisting of a (1) Caller,
and (3) an Observer. Each
be permitted representation
by one unofficial observer.

The counting
three-man teams
(2) a Recorder
candidate shall
at the counting

April 11, 1958
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Stan Parris
Outstanding

Gets
Student

One of the most coveted awards of law
school. "Outstanding Law Student Award".
was received by Stanford E. Parris of the
class of '58 at the annual Law Day. This
award is based on scholastic achievement
and participation in activities for the dura-.
tion of Law School.

Scenes from this year's Law Day show in the shot on the left Queen Nancy Provost (Left)
receiving her "crown" from last year's Queen Marie Van His e, The right shot shows Stan
Parris receiving his award from Acting Dean Mayo.

BUDGET
STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION - GEORGE WASHINGTONUNIVERSITY
September 1. 1958 - August 31. 1959
Estimated receipts from Student Bar Association
Bookstore operations

Budget - 1958-1959
Law Revi~w
Amicus Curiae
Law Day
S.B.A. Activities
Budget 1958-1959 S.B.A. Activities
Directory
ALSA Convention
Summer Picnic
Professional Meetings
Moot Court

dues

Stan is a "home-loving type" who devotes much of his time to his wife Jane
and their two Iledgings.
He's a homeowner and currently serving as a Bailiff
of the Senate on Capitol Hill.
Parris.
having passed the Virginia Bar Exam, expects to enter practice in his adopted state
across the Potomac upon graduation.

$6,000.00
250.00
$6,250.00

$3.500.00
1,000.00
700.00
1,050.00
$6.250.00
$ 200.00
150.00
125.00
125.00
95.00

ALSA Circuit Conference
University activities
Visual Aid
Case Club
Publicity

75.00
50.00
50.00
40.00
40.00

Office supplies
ALSA dues
Awards
Election Committee
Book Library

20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
10.00

Incidentals

Parris. continually among the leaders
in scholastic average. is currently serving
as Day Vice--President of the Student Bar
Association Board of Governors. Among
other duties of Vice-President, he is re-sponsible for the SBA professional programming for this past year. Another important activity which occupies his time
is the Law Review. of which he is Legislation Editor. In the past. Parris has served
on Grievance Committee and has been a
semi-finalist in the annual Case Club competition.
He serves as bailiff of Delta
Theta Phi Fraternity and has represented
his fraternity in Intra-Mural competition.

10.00
$1.050.00

Case,

(Contd)

2. The Faculty Board shall hear the
oral arguments of the Van Vleck Case Club
Competition and may select from the list
of competitors to represent the George
Washington University Law School in the
National Moot Court Competition.
Such
selection shall be made before the first
week in May. and that an opportunity will
be provided for those who are interested
to present their names to the Faculty Board
to be considered by the Board in their
selection; and persons so submitting their
names shall also submit a list of the qualifications. but in no event shall any person
be considered for membership on the Moot
Court Team who has not previously participated in a Case Club argument or other
appellate advocacy.
3. The Faculty Board Members shall be
appointed by the Student Bar Association
Board of Governors during the Spring Semester prior to the initial round of the Van
Vleck Case Club Competition and shall
serve for one year."

AMICUS CURIAE
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Fraternity News
DELTA THETA PHI held three rush functions during March, the most notable one
being the meeting at the Statler Hotel on
March 14th which was open to the lady folk
of members and rushees.
The main speaker of the evening was
Brother Charles Rhyne, President of the
American Bar Association.
Brother Rhyne
related some of his experiences while attending the ABA's Convention in England
last summer and then embarked into the
main theme of his message, "The Unauthorized Practice of Law".
The other two
events were informal get togethers of the
"Smoker" variety at the Sigma Chi house.
The wives of the married brothers are
busy with the formation of a "Wives Club".
At their last meeting, they heard local
attorney Gordon Van Sanford speak on "The
Role of a Law Student's Wife". For the
next meeting, the discussion will be "Role
of the Lawyer's Wife" - time and date of
meeting will be posted. Any married student, not yet affiliated with a legal fraternity, whose wife is interested in attending, may obtain information from any
of the fraternity officers.
DELTA THETA PHI is now unofficially
in first place in the GWU intramural program standings.
This position was attained through their recent Spartan efforts
in winning volley ball and placing third
in boxing and basketball.
With softball
season just around the corner Mike' 'Casey"
Spence and Lee "The Lip" Lovett are
looking for talent.
Hats off to Stan Parris (Outstanding
Student of the Year), Lou Guthrie, Mike
Spence et al for bringing new honors to
Delta Theta Phi.
John Jay Chapter, Phi Alpha Delta Law
Fraternity opened its Spring Semester program with the first professional meeting
being held at the Willard Hotel, Thursday,
February 13. Judge Warren E. Burger of
the U. S. Court of Appeals for District of
Columbia spoke on "The Right of Everyman to Counsel: The Role of the Public
Defender. " The earnestness and conviction of the 'speaker infused the group
present with the importance of the subject.
The annual spring Congressional Reception was held on Friday, March 7, at the
Acacia Fraternity House. Alumni members
of PAD now serving in the U. S. Congress
were honored for their contributions to the
legal and legislative fields. 'Delicate and
delicious hors d 'oeuvres were prepared
and served by the PAD Wives Club giving
a final touch of elegance to a very successful affair.
(Continued to next column)

Panel Agrees On Need For
Presidential Disability Law
A Constitutional amendment is needed to clarify what should transpire when a United
President becomes disabled, according to G. W.'s 1958 Law Day Panel. A mere act of Congress would probably prove unsatisfactory and might be unconstitutional, the panel observed.
The discussion took place March 15, 1958 at the Roosevelt Hotel following a seafood
luncheon, and was the first event of the Fourth Annual University Law Day. Panel participants were Representative Kenneth B. Keating (R-N.Y:'), Assistant United States Attorney General Malcolm Wilkey, Dr. Charles Collier of the George Washington University
Law School, and Dr. Edwin McManus of the Georgetown University Law Center. Moderator
for the discussion was Clark Mollenhoff, Washington Correspondent for Look Magazine and
the Des Moines Register.
Following a brief historical sketch of the problems experiences as a result of Presidential disability during the Garfield and Wilson administrations, Mollenhoff began the
lively discussion by asking what was the actual intent of the framers of the Constitution
in this area.
Dr. McManus stated that it was clear the drafters of the historic document never intended for a Vice President to be more than an acting President in the event of the death,
removal, resignation or disability of a President.
However, in the case of the death of a
President, McManus observed, this intent has not been followed. Seven times a President
has died in office and each time, beginning with Tyler, the Vice President has become
the President in fact. In view of this precedent, McManus said there is some doubt as to
what status a Vice President would assume in the event of a President's disability.
Coming to grips with this question, the panel was in substantial agreement that the
Vice President should be only an acting President who would, should the Presidential
disability be removed, returned the reins of government to the peoples' elected leader.
The next question to which the panel turned its attention was that of who should
decide when a President is in fact disabled.
Dr. Collier here led the way toward agreement that this decision should rest substantially in the Executive Branch of the government. Collier observed there was a real necessity to maintain the present separation of
powers, and that in view of the Supreme Court's traditional hesitancy to become involved
in possible political disputed, they should properly refuse an advisory role in this area.
Dr. Collier also discussed the problems which would raise should Congress be the determinant of Presidential disability.
At a time when the President is of one party and the
Congress of another, Collier indicated, there would be serious danger of a political dispute
arising over any disability proclamation. Such a dispute might prove dangerously disruptive, Collier concluded.
On the question of what happens when a disabled President wishes to resume his
duties and the Vice President feels he is still unable to do so, Assistant Attorney General
Wilkey reported that it is the Administration's position that any such dispute could perhaps
be best decided by a Commission the majority of whose members would Come from the
Congress. On this question, Wilkey said, there is less liklihood of political dispute and,
furthermore, the very nature of the conflict might make difficult an unbiased decision by
officials of the Executive Branch.
Congressman Keating, pointing up the practical side of the discussion, said that because of basic disagreements among members of the House of Representatives,
it might
be impossible to adopt a Constitution Amendment which would embody these proposals.
As an alternative, the Congressman stated he intended to explore the possibility of a
Constitutional Amendment which could specifically empower Congress to legislate in this
area. In this way, Keating said, a workable solution might be reached.
A lively question and answer period followed the formal discussion.
(Continued from column 1)
The last professional meeting of the
semester was held at the Acacia House,
March 27, and was designed to interest
those law students in the patent field. The
Assistant Commissioner of Patents, Maurice
A. Cruz, substituting
for Commissioner
Watson, who was' called away at the last
minute, spoke on the problems of the Patent
Office, and the question of the prosecution
of patent applications by non-patent attorneys.
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